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HONORING CONGRESSMAN JUDGE 

TED POE OF THE U.S. CONGRES-
SIONAL VICTIMS’ RIGHTS CAU-
CUS UPON HIS RETIREMENT 
FROM CONGRESS 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a great Texas public servant, fellow 
founder of the Victims’ Rights Caucus, and 
dear friend Congressman Judge TED POE, 
who is retiring from the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives at the end of the 115th Congress. 

Since 2005, Congressman POE has served 
with distinction as a Member of Congress, pro-
viding excellent and compassionate service to 
his constituents in the 2nd Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas and the American people. For 
more than a decade, I have had the privilege 
of serving with him on the Victims’ Rights 
Caucus, which has given a voice to crime vic-
tims, survivors, and the professionals who as-
sist them. As a founder and co-chair of the 
caucus, Congressman POE played a crucial 
role in enhancing Federal programs that sup-
port national, Federal, Tribal, state, and local 
victims’ services, including the Victims of 
Crime Act, the Violence Against Women Act, 
and the Victims of Child Abuse Act. Over the 
years, he has distinguished himself as a na-
tional bipartisan leader in the fight to combat 
human trafficking and support victims and sur-
vivors, sponsoring enacted legislation such as 
the Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act. In ad-
dition to the Victims’ Rights Caucus, I also had 
the pleasure of serving with Congressman 
POE on the Transatlantic Legislators’ Dialogue 
to strengthen and enhance the level of political 
discourse between American and European 
lawmakers. 

Prior to working in Congress, Representa-
tive POE served in the United States Air Force 
Reserves, taught both high school and college 
courses, and received his law degree from the 
University of Houston. He first made his mark 
in the public eye during his eight years as an 
undefeated criminal prosecutor for Harris 
County and later became one of the youngest 
judges ever appointed in Texas. During his 
22-year tenure on the bench, it became clear 
that he would play a prominent role in the vic-
tims’ rights movement. Congressman POE 
handed out innovative, unorthodox, and appro-
priate punishments intended to continually re-
mind criminals of their offenses. As a judge, 
he became an example for others who served 
in the Texas judiciary for the way he treated 
victims of crime with dignity, fairness, and re-
spect. 

TED is admired by his peers and loved by 
his constituents—a reflection of a life spent in 
service to the United States, its people, and its 
ideals. During his time in Congress, he gave 
a voice to victims of crime, including human 
trafficking, and championed legislation to im-
prove our criminal justice system. His remark-
able impact on both his community and col-
leagues will not be forgotten. We will honor his 
great legacy in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and beyond, by continuing to build upon 
this commitment to his country. I would like to 
congratulate Congressman Judge TED POE on 
his extraordinary career and extend my grati-
tude for his noteworthy contributions to our na-

tion. While Congressman Judge TED POE will 
be missed in these halls, I wish him a blessed 
future in his well-deserved retirement. 
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HONORING SUPERVISOR SIMÓN 
SALINAS 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize retiring Monterey County Supervisor 
Simón Salinas for his distinguished career 
serving the people of the central coast of Cali-
fornia. His dedication to education has 
bettered many young lives, and his commit-
ment to public service has immeasurably im-
proved the lives of his constituents. 

Supervisor Salinas began his career as a 
sixth-grade teacher and later became a pro-
fessor at Hartnell College. During this time, he 
developed a passion for educating Monterey 
County’s youth and expanding opportunity for 
young learners. Supervisor Salinas’ first foray 
into politics came with his involvement in local 
activism organizing for proportional represen-
tation of California’s Latino community in local 
governing bodies. Until this effort, local gov-
erning bodies in Monterey County used ‘‘at 
large’’ elections, where elected officials were 
chosen by the total population that the gov-
erning body represented, rather than by indi-
vidual districts that more accurately rep-
resented the diverse communities within an 
area. In the City of Salinas, despite its large 
Mexican-American population, a Latino can-
didate had never been elected to the City 
Council. Supervisor Salinas became a leader 
in this movement, eventually running for an 
open seat on the Salinas City Council. In 
1989, Supervisor Salinas became the first 
Mexican-American ever elected to the Salinas 
City Council. 

In 1993, Supervisor Salinas was elected to 
represent District One on the Monterey County 
Board of Supervisors and served as the 
body’s chair, the first Mexican-American to 
serve on the Board in 100 years. In 2000, he 
was elected as the representative for Califor-
nia’s 28th Assembly District. During his tenure 
as Assemblymember, Supervisor Salinas 
worked on many important issues such as 
healthcare, agriculture, and affordable hous-
ing. His signature achievement during his time 
in the state legislature came during his service 
as Chair of the Assembly of Local Govern-
ment Committee. During this time, Supervisor 
Salinas introduced and successfully passed 
AB 1234, a bill requiring local elected officials 
to attend mandatory ethics training and abide 
by strict requirements for expense reimburse-
ment policies, thus creating a comprehensive 
policy to protect taxpayer funds from local cor-
ruption. Monterey County welcomed Super-
visor Salinas back to the Board of Supervisors 
in 2007, where he was elected to represent 
District Three. Recently, he has expanded af-
fordable housing, healthcare, and economic 
opportunity to the residents of the Salinas Val-
ley. 

I am immensely grateful for Supervisor 
Simón Salinas’s distinguished service to the 
people of the central coast of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join me in 
congratulating Supervisor Simón Salinas on 

his distinguished career in public service, and 
in wishing him a long and happy retirement. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, due 
to my attendance at an event off the Capitol 
Hill campus, I was unable to make roll call 
votes No. 423 through 425. Had I been 
present, I would have voted in the following 
manner: No. 423, NO on agreeing to the Res-
olution; No. 424, YES on Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Pass; and No. 425, YES on 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as 
Amended. 
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HONORING FANNIE LOU HAMER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable histor-
ical activist, Fannie Lou Hamer. 

She was born as Fannie Lou Townsend on 
October 6, 1917, to sharecroppers Lou Ella 
and James Lee Townsend, east of the Mis-
sissippi Delta in Montgomery County, Mis-
sissippi. She first joined her family to work in 
the cotton fields at age six. 

In the early 1940s she married Perry ‘‘Pap’’ 
Hamer, and adopted two daughters, girls 
whose own families were unable to care for 
them. 

She worked alongside her husband at the 
W.D. Marlow’s plantation near Ruleville, in 
Sunflower County. Hamer’s ability to read and 
write earned her the job of timekeeper, a less 
physically demanding and more prestigious 
job within the sharecropping system. 

In the summer of 1962, Hamer made a life- 
changing decision to attend a protest meeting 
where she encountered civil rights activists 
and became active in helping with the voter 
registration efforts for African Americans. 

Hamer dedicated her life to the fight for civil 
rights, working for the Student Nonviolent Co-
ordinating Committee (SNCC). The organiza-
tion was driven by mostly African American 
students who indulged in acts of civil disobe-
dience—combatting racial segregation and in-
justice in the South. 

During her activist career, Hamer was 
threatened, arrested, and shot at. In jail, 
Hamer and several of the activists were beat-
en by other African American inmates, whom 
received orders from the police to use black-
jack weapons. Despite the long term damage 
done to her body, none of these things de-
terred her from her work. 

Hamer loved to sing spirituals. ‘‘This Little 
Light of Mine’’ and ‘‘Go Tell It on the Moun-
tain,’’ became one of the defining features of 
her activism. 

Hamer’s also known for her famous quote, 
‘‘I’m sick and tired of being sick and tired.’’ 

In 1964, Hamer helped found the Mis-
sissippi Freedom Democratic Party, which was 
established in opposition to the state’s all- 
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